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5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Arguments 

1 . The applicant has cancelled the language from claim 1 that led the examiner to 
assert a 1 12 rejection in the previous action. 

Applicant's arguments filed 11/13/09 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. The applicant asserts that the [~l configuration is a structural element 
which must be accounted for. The examiner disagrees and asserts that the applicant 
has not provided any significance to that configuration in the specification and therefore 
it is a design choice. Furthermore the applicant teaches of another configuration as an 
option. 

2. Applicant's arguments, filed 11/13/09, with respect to the prior art Ikeda have 
been fully considered and are persuasive. Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. 
However, upon further consideration, a new ground(s) of rejection is made in view of 
Fuller (US 2,610,252). 

3. Claims 2-4, 7,8, 11 -14, 15-20 are withdrawn from consideration. 

4. Claims 5 and 9 are cancelled. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed 
or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the 
subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject 
matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made 
to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
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Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was 
made. 

6. Claims 1 6 and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Ikeda (US 6,978,029) in view of Fuller (US 2,610,252). 

Regarding claim 1 , Ikeda discloses a condenser microphone employing a wideband 
stop filter for wideband signals of low frequency and radio frequency (column 6, lines 
12-28; abstract; column ) , the condenser microphone having improved resistance to 
electrostatic discharge applied from outside and preventing radio frequency interference 
to decrease noise (abstract; column 6, lines 12-28), the condenser microphone 
comprising: 

an acoustic module for converting sound pressure into an electric signal (capacitor 
comprised of elements 14 and 17 , Figure 3); 

an amplification means for amplifying the electric signal input from the acoustic module ( 
amplifier 34, Figure 3); 

and an EM-noise-filtering/ESD-blocking section for blocking a wideband signal having 
low frequency and radio frequency output from the amplification means, blocking 
introduced electromagnetic waves, radio wave noise, and electrostatic discharge, the 
EM-noise-filtering/ESD-blocking section including one or combination of a resistor and a 
capacitor disposed between an input port of the amplification means and the acoustic 
module and/or between an output port of the amplification means and a ground, the 
resistor and the capacitor being connected in parallel or in series to each other 
(capacitor 21 and resistor 24 of Figure 3 form the EM-noise filtering/ESD blocking 
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section; column 5, line 52-column 6, line 28; FET 19 reads on amplification means, 
Figure 3) the capacitor and resistor implicitly provide protection against electrostatic 
discharge, EM waves and radio wave noise). 

Ikeda discloses wherein the EM-noise-filtering/ESD-blocking section comprises: a first 
capacitor connected in parallel between an output port of the amplification means and a 
ground port to function as a filter (capacitor 21 , Figure 3; column 5, line 52-column 6, 
line 28) and a first resistor connected serially between an output port of the first 
capacitor and an output port of the second capacitor to perform a decoupling function 
(resistor 24, Figure 3; column 5, line 52-column 6, line 28). Figure 4 of Ikeda discloses 
a second capacitor connected parallel to the first capacitor to perform an EM-noise- 
filtering and ESD-blocking function (capacitor 26, Figure 4). Figure 3 of Ikeda fails to 
disclose that the EM-noise-filtering/ESD-blocking section has a shape of a character 'IT 
and of a second capacitor connected parallel to the first capacitor to perform an EM- 
noise-filtering and ESD-blocking function . 

Ikeda fails to discloses a second bypass capacitor connected parallel to the first bypass 
capacitor to perform an EM-noise-filtering and ESD-blocking function; anda first 
decoupling resistor connected serially between an output port of the first bypass 
capacitor and an output port of the second bypass capacitor to perform a decoupling 
function, so that the EM-noise-filtering/ESD-blocking section has a shape of a character 

n. 
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The concept of a decoupling resistor connected serially between an output port of one 
capacitor and an output port of a second capacitor is well known in the art as taught by 
Fuller (See Figure 3, elements 63,64 and 65). It would have been obvious to try to 
have a decoupling resistor connected as noted above with a reasonable expectation of 
success. 

The examiner further notes asserts that the applicant has provided no significance for 
the shape of the EM-noise-filtering and ESD-blocking section. 

Regarding claim 6, Ikeda discloses wherein: the first capacitor has a capacitance of 10 
pF or 33 pF (capacitor 21 is 33 pF; column 6, lines 17-20) ; the second capacitor has a 
capacitance (Figure 4 teaches of including a second capacitor); and the first resistor has 
a resistance selected from the group consisting of 100 O., 220 O, 330 O, 430 Q, 620 Q, 
680 Q, 820 Q and 1 K Q (resistor 24 has a resistance Of 100 Q ; column 6, lines 17-20) 

Ikeda fails to disclose that the second capacitor has a capacitance selected from the 
group consisting of 1 nF, 1.5 nF, 2.2 nF, 3.3 nF, 4.7 nF, 6.8 nF, 10 nF, 15 nF, 22 nF, 33 
nF, 47 nF, 68 nF and 100 nF. The examiner asserts that capacitance is a matter of 
design choice. It would have been obvious to modify Ikeda so that the capacitance of 
the second capacitor is one of the group above for the benefit of meeting a design 
specification. 

Regarding claim 10, Ikeda fails to disclose a noise-blocking resistor between the 
acoustic module and the input port of the amplification means. The examiner takes 
official notice that adding resistors to circuits to help block electromagnetic waves is well 
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known in the art. It would have been obvious to add a noise-blocking resistor between 
the acoustic module and the input port of the amplification means for the benefit of 
providing better protection. Regarding the value of the resistance, the examiner 
asserts that is a matter of design choice. It would have been obvious to have the 
resistance of the noise-blocking resistor be from the group of 100 Q, 1KQ,10 KQ, 100K 
Q and 1 MQ for the benefit of meeting a design specification. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to DEVONA E. FAULK whose telephone number is 
(571 )272-751 5. The examiner can normally be reached on 8 am - 5 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Vivian Chin can be reached on 571-272-7848. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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